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As we wind down the year, well into the 4th quarter, our minds draw to some of 

CCA biggest and best events. I would like to thank the Hills and Lotts for host-

ing our MMT, and with our record setting Thoroughbred Thunder just a week 

ago, all can attest to the great job of Garry Mion and his cast of dozens.  

 

Mike Terrey and the Lunds also stepped up with an Auto Cross and driver re-

spectively. I did not make the Auto Cross, but I suspect those who went to 

both will agree, keeping up with Sharon on the driver was no less of a driving 

challenge than the autocross!  Sheryl Katz hosted a group to an enjoyable 

evening with the Scottsdale Chorus at the Chandler Center for the Arts. 

Thanks to all of you. 

 

Congratulations to our 2014 Board of Directors: 

 

President - Dave Lott 

Vice president - Jim Enriquez 

Secretary - Patti Kerber 

Treasurer - Joe Hitzel 

Membership Chair - Nancy Hagen 

Activities Chair - Marge Rhode 

Governor - Mike Terrey 

MAL 1 - Beth Godina 

MAL 2 - Bruce Mundy 

 

Our activities for the year are far from over - we have our Highway Clean-Up, 

Street of Dreams participation opportunity, the Christmas Party and Awards 

Banquet still to come. Nancy & Sheryl have spent the better part of the year 

planning every detail of our annual Awards Banquet. Although they are keep-

ing many details a surprise, those they have shared, along with personally 

seeing the newly remodeled banquet room at a facility we have not used in 

the past, makes this an even more anticipated Awards Banquet for me and a 

not to be missed event for any club member.  Have you sent in your RSVP? 

Scott 

PRESIDENTõS M ESSAGE 

Volumn 7, Issue 5 
September-October  2013 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE  

Presidentõs Message 1 

Board Members 2 

Member Birthdays 2 

CCA Merchandise 2 

Upcoming Events 3 

Magical Mystery Tour 4 

Fall Driver 5 

Thorobred Thunder XIV 6 

Member Articles Wanted 6 

Governor's Report 7 

Awards Banquet Update 7 

NCM ô09 Caravan 8-9 

SEMA 2013 9-10 

Corvette Weekend 11 

Member Services 12-13 

CROSSTALK 
Off ical  Publ icat ion of the Corvet te Club of Arizona 



 

 

                         Crosstalk Page 2 
Vol7-Iss5 

Sept-Oct 2013 

www.corvetteclubofarizona.com Reproduction is prohibited without prior permission Copyright © 2013 Corvette Club of Arizona 

CCA 2013 Board 
President 

Scott Feck 
 

Vice President 

Dave Lott 
 

Secretary 

Darlene Heavlin 
 

Treasurer 

Joe Hitzel 
 

Activities Chair 

Marge Rhode 
 

Membership Chair 

Karen Mion 
 

Members @ Large 

Beth Godina  
   (Club Merchandise) 

Mark Godina 
 

N.C.C.C. Governor 

Mike Terrey 
 

CCA 2013 Volunteers 
Webmaster 

Janet Ray 
 

Crosstalk Editor 

Garry Mion 

U PCOMING  M EMB ER  B IRTHDAY S  

 

December 
Patty Friesz 

Jim Kerber 

Mike Meyers 

Monty Nafoosi 

Georgie Robertson 

Allison Stover 

Bob Swanson 

 

Club Sponsor 

Club & Service Contact 

Mike Terrey 
tbredmterrey@earthlink.net 

Sales Contact 

Mark Gluvna 
(602) 292-8603 

 

 

Online Store for 

Club Merchandise 
 

 

 

"ÏÌÊÒɯÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯ-ÌÞɯɁ!+(-&ɂɯ

ÚÏÐÙÛÚɯÍÖÙɯÞÖÔÌÕȮ 

ÈÚɯÞÌÓÓɯÈÚɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÚÛàÓÌÚ 
 

 

 

GIFT CERTIFICATE$ ARE NOW 

AVAILABLE ON LINE  
Great for any occasion 

 

Remember, if you are not sure of the size you need, do not order as it cannot be returned. 

Samples of most styles will be available to try on at CCA Business meetings. 

 

Got Questions? 

Contact Beth Godina 

email: m.godina@att.net 

Phone: 480.588.8914 

CLUB  M ERCHANDISE  

November 
Nate Byers 

Phil Duhaime 

Kathy Golec 

Frank Heavlin 

Betty Irish 

Dave Lott 

Diane Maguire 

Joyce Riffle 

Pam Swanson 

https://www.proudownerdesign.com/CCA_Club_Store.html
https://www.proudownerdesign.com/CCA_Club_Store.html
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UPCOMING  CCA EVENTS  

November 
  

2- Thorobred Thunder 
Mion 

 

7- Membership meeting 
Thorobred 7:00PM 

Election of  2014 Officers 
 

9- Highway Cleanup 
Sample 

 

11-Veterans Day 
 

17- Show your Vette at 
Street of Dreams 

Rhode 
 

21- Board meeting 7:30PM 
Godina Residence 

 

28- Thanksgiving Day 

December 
  

 5- Membership meeting 
Thorobred 7:00PM 

 

7- Awards Banquet 
Hagan & Katz  

 

19- Board meeting 7:30PM  
Feck Residence 

 

21- Christmas Party 
Hitzel 

 

25-Christmas   
  
  

January 
  

1ï New Years Day 
 

2- Membership meeting 
7:00PM 

 
 

23- Board meeting 7:30PM 
 

 

February 
  

2 ï Super Bowl 
 

6- Membership meeting 
7:00PM 

 
 
 

20- Board meeting 7:30PM 

RR-426-007 VVV Gimmick Rallye 11/16/2013 Photo Rallyeò Cottonwood AZ 

RR-426-008 VVV Chance Rallye 11/16/2013 Cottonwood AZ 

RR-587-006 PV Gimmick Rallye 11/16/2013 El Paso ï Fabens TX 

RR-587-007 PV Chance Rallye 11/16/2013 El Paso ï Fabens TX 

     

     

     

     

     

     

ROADRUNNER EVENTS CALENDAR 

2013 Schedule of Upcoming Events 

Regional Competition Director (RCD) - Paul Hamerslyñlt4ce@yahoo.com 

Last Update: October 30th, 2013 

http://www.ncccroadrunner.com/calendar.html
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CCAõs annual Magical Mystery Trip is over but the memories continue.  This event is 

CCAõs signature driver each year as members gather to follow their hosts, with no 

inkling of where they are headed for the next three days. We met up in Carefree and 

headed west.  Our first activity was in Kingman for a guided tour of the Mohave Mu-

seum.  The Hall of Presidents was informative and yielded some of the answers to 

the quiz that members tried to answer 

along the way.  A buffet lunch at the 

Calico Restaurant followed the museum 

visit. 

Then it was time for the Corvettes to head out again.  Which way now?  Next stop 

was the Callahan Tillman Memorial Bridge overlooking Hoover Dam outside Las 

Vegas.  It was pretty windy up 

there, and some of our group did-

nõt handle being close to the rail-

ing as we surveyed the spectacular 

view. Back down in the parking lot, 

more of the mystery was revealed.  

Gifts of champagne were handed 

out, and the souvenir shirts--

eye-catching purple--were dis-

tributed.  The packets revealed 

that the destination for this 

evening was the Golden Nugget 

Casino on Fremont Street in 

Las Vegas. At the hotel we had 

time for a short rest, a gambling interlude, or a relaxing drink before the buffet 

dinner.  Then it was out for the Fremont Street Experience, with its renowned 

overhead laser show, three bands playing, and dressed up characters of every 

ilkñCupid was a highlight! 

Heading out the next morning, our first stop was at the Mob Museum.  Lots of 

interactive exhibits were good fits for our groupñthe line-ups asking òHow Did It 

Come to This?ó or the electric chair, the Tommy guns, and most of all the histo-

ry of activities in the U.S., leading to their establishment in Las Vegas. Triple 

Georges served a great lunch, and then a shuttle picked us up for a ride to visit the 

Automobile Collection at The Quad.  From the Auto exhibit it was a short walk over to 

Harrahõs for the Mac King Comedy/Magic show.  His tricks and patter entertained us 

all. After a ride back to the Casino, we were on our own for the evening.  However 

most of us chose to dine at the hotelõs buffet again and then attend the Gordie 

Brown show.  His ability to mimic such a wide repertoire of famous people, both with 

speech and facial characteristics, was amazing. 

Sunday morning had our car enthu-

siasts heading to the NASCAR track 

at the Las Vegas Speedway.  Follow-

ing a buffet meal in the Race Day 

Café, we boarded a shuttle for a 

tour of the facility.  Yes, we could definitely be comfortable in those VIP suites! 

And so another Magical Mystery Trip wrapped up and the group headed home.  

Special thanks go to our main photographer, Patty Friesz, who put together 

the slide show of our adventures. 

Canõt wait till next yearõs Mystery event!  

M AGICAL  M Y STERY T OUR  2013 
 H O S T E D  B Y  T O M  &  N A N C Y  H I L L  A N D  D A V E  &  D E N I S E  L O T T  
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We ordered beautiful weather for the day and it arrived as planned. 

Several of the CCA participants arrived early at Dennyõs for break-

fast.  After breakfast we all congregated around the Rhodeõs 2014 

Corvette.  It is a beauty.  Everyone was required to draw 2 cards for 

their poker hand at this time as there were not enough stops left for 

single draws.  We had water, soda and snacks in our car for every-

one to enjoy and enjoy they did. 

We left at 10:00 and headed north to Payson.  In Payson we stopped at the 

Walmart parking lot, found a spot where we could all park together (again 

the Rhodeõs Corvette was the center of attention).  It was suggested that 

everyone use the restroom because the next stop was in Camp Verde.  Eve-

ryone drew a 3rd card for their poker hand and several people paid to buy a 

different card to improve their hand. 

We left Payson and headed North to W 260.  It is a very beautiful drive to 

Camp Verde.  This is one of our favorite drives in Arizona.  We planned to 

stop at the McDonalds so everyone could use the restroom if needed and 

get a drink if needed.  While at McDonalds the mayor of Camp Verde saw us 

and came to talk to us. He suggested that it would be fun if we would drive 

in their parade for Camp Verde Days.  We told him to let us know when. 

We left Camp Verde and headed South on I-17 to the Rock 

Springs Café (best pie in the country) where we had reservations 

for 38 people at 2:30.  As it turned out drove too fast and got 

there early so we were directed to an outside patio for drinks until 

the room was ready.  We decided that was a good time to give out 

the prizes. 

Dave and Kathy Golec 

won first prize of 

$35.00 for best hand 

with an all hearts flush.  

(Canõt tell you how 

much that cost them). 

John and Jane Veirs won second prize of $15.00 with 2 pair Jackõs and 9õs. 

Other fabulous prizes were given to Dean and Sandy Sample, Jim and 

Esther Enriquez, Jim and Patti Kerber, Bill and Kathy Berryman and 

Phil and Sandy Duhaime. 

Our dining room was finally ready.  We ate, drank, had lots of conver-

sation and fun with our CCA friends. 

We invited everyone to our home after supper for more fun and drinks 

if wanted.  Bob and Barb Bassett, Dean and Sandy Sample, Scott and 

Diane Feck and Frank and Nancy Hagan followed us home where 

we had drinks and more food.  It was a very fun driver, beautiful 

weather, and great friends.  It was all  a person could ask for. 

 

Bruce and Sharon 

FALL  D RIVER  
 H O S T E D  B Y  T H E  B R U C E  &  S H A R O N  L U N D  
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It was a bit of test to see if moving the show out into November would yield more cars, and for this year the test went 
well. 170 cars officially registered for the show, with 40 of them doing so on the day of the show. All this resulted in ~160 
cars actually being parked on the field. We handed out 57 trophies and collected ~$2000 (registrations and vendor do-

nations) for Packages From Home. 

This year we saw a larger than normal turnout of Camaros 
(20), Chevelles (10), and full-size Chevys (16) along with a 
very strong Corvette showing (93). We even had two Vegas 
show up. The parking team, headed by Bill Berryman and 
Mark Godina, did a great job getting all those cars parked in a 
smooth and orderly fashion. Given we had so many cars, this 
kept Dave Lottôs check-in and registration teams pretty busy as 
wellðand they managed to keep the lines flowing and avoided 
any significant backup of cars waiting to get in. I have received 
several emails from participants saying that the overall experi-
ence of entering and getting parked went extremely well, and I 
canôt thank all of you enough. I do hope you will all volunteer 
again next year.  

Throughout the day there were various members out selling 
raffle tickets, managing traffic flow, handing out prizes, clean-
ing up, and just being there to help out where needed. Thank 
you for all of your support. 

So whatôs up for next year? The exact date is not confirmed, 
but I will be looking at either Nov 1st or 8th, sticking with our 
overall desire to not move back into October. Based on some 
early show feedback, I will be implementing a few changes to 
help clarify work schedules and simplify the sign-up process 
to ensure everyone who volunteers (or wants to volunteer) 
doesnôt get lost. Iôll be starting much earlier on the show flyer 
so that we have them available throughout the year to pro-
mote our show while members are at other shows/events. If 
you have other suggestionsðjust send me an email. 

T HOROBRED  T HUNDER  XIV  
 B Y  G A R R Y  M I O N  

Everyone has a good story to tell about their Corvette (s). It could be about when you rode or purchased your first car and the 

experience that went with it. It could be about modification or enhancements you have made to your car and other members 

could benefit from how you did it or where it was done. It could be about where you have traveled with your car and would like 

share the experience. Whatever it isñit is something you are excited or passionate about and worth sharing with other mem-

bers. 

Writing an article is simple. You donõt need to have any word processing skills, and you donõt have to be the best speller or 

have a PHD in creative writing. If you can write an emailñyou can write an article. About the only technical skill you need would 

be to take digital photosñand that is only if you have pictures you would like to add to the article (they are a nice additionñand 

if you have trouble attaching them to an email I can help you out). 

So how about it? Here are the latest dates by which I would need your article in order to make it into a specific newsletter. 

September 28th for Vol7Iss5  December 28 for Vol7Iss6 

I look forward to reading your article and including it in a future newsletter! 

L OOKING  FOR  M EMBER  ARTICLES  
 B Y  G A R R Y  M I O N  
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¢ƘŜ ǝƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŜǿ ƻǳǊ b/// ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǎƻ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ƻŦ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƻǊǾŜǧŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ  

мΦ b/// ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊǾŜǧŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ōȅ ǇǊƻƳƻǝƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƛƴƎ /ƻǊǾŜǧŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  

нΦ tǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ р Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŘƻƭƭŀǊ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ b/// ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘ ƴƻ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ wƻŀŘǊǳƴƴŜǊ wŜƎƛƻƴ w/5 tŀǳƭ IŀƳŜǊǎƭȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ от ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  унр  wƻŀŘǊǳƴƴŜǊ wŜƎƛƻƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ƻǊǾŜǧŜ /ƭǳōǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мр ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜΦΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǊǾŜǧŜ /ƭǳō ƻŦ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ Ƙŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀƭƭ мл ƻŦ 
ƻǳǊ ǎŀƴŎǝƻƴǎ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǎǝƭƭ ŬƴŘ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƛƴ нƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 5/!Σ  ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ ōȅ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ Ǉǳǘ 
ƻƴ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ŏƭǳōǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΣ /ŀǊ {ƘƻǿǎΣ wŀƭƭƛŜǎΣ !ǳǘƻŎǊƻǎǎ Ƨǳǎǘ 
ǘƻ ƴŀƳŜ ŀ ŦŜǿΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǿǿǿΦƴŎŎŎǊƻŀŘǊǳƴƴŜǊΦŎƻƳ 

hƴ ŀ Ŭƴŀƭ ƴƻǘŜ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǳǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ 

¢ƘŜ ¢ƻǊǘƻƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ IŀǊŜΥ tŀǘΣ ŀƪŀ Ϧ{ǇŜŜŘΣϦ WŜƴƪƛƴǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǊŀŎŜ ƛƴ !ǳǘƻŎǊƻǎǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ōȅ 
ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ мр ƻŦ му ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴϥǎ ŀǳǘƻŎǊƻǎǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƻǾŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴπ
ǎƘƛǇΦ    Dh tŀǘ DƻΦΦ 

NCCC GOVERNERõS REPORT  
 B Y  M I K E  T E R R E Y  

AWARDS BAQUET  U PDATE  
 B Y  N A N C Y  H A G A N  &  S H E R Y L  K A T Z  

The seeds have been sown and weôre ready to celebrate the harvesté this yearôs Awards Banquet, 

On Saturday, December 7th, itôs time to party - celebrating the membership and recognizing 
member achievements and contributions this past year, including a big THANK YOU to our 2013 
Board, a WELCOME to the 2014 Board, and presentation of those fun YOU-NEAK awards.  In keep-
ing with the Clubôs tradition, thereôll also be a dash of Christmas to kickoff the Holiday season. 

The annual Awards Banquet is one of CCAôs two biggest events of the year (the other is the MMT).  
Itôs our ONE and ONLY formal affair ï dress up, cocktails, sit down dinner, and entertainment too.  
And, youôll have an option to make this a second honeymooné thereôll be a special offer to stay at 
the hotel that night. 

This year, the membership was asked for input so, weôre stirring it up a bit - something new and exciting; a little twist to spice things 
up from previous years.  Itôs a full membership event so many of you will be helping - weôre recruiting lots of folks to help put their sig-
nature on this grand event.  And, there will be a big SURPRISE!!  Maybe a contest too, to guess what it iséstay tuned! 

So WHERE will it be held?  In our quest to find a new venue that is affordable and classy, we evaluated 17 places and the one that fit 
our needs the best isé. drum roll pleaseé. Frank and Darlene Heavlinôs Hotel by the Airport, currently named the ñPhoenix Airport 
Plaza Hotelò.  Itôs located at 44th Street and Washington, on the northwest corner ï you may remember it when it was the Holiday Inn 
or Crowne Plaza.  The name will be changed one more time shortly. Adding to the excitement, the hotel is currently being FULLY ren-
ovated which means the Awards Banquet will be one of the first premier events in their newly updated Ballroom! 

Invitations were mailed at the end of October, so if you have not received yours by now please contact us.  

So, what are your next steps?  

¶ R.S.V.P. ï fill out your invitation response cards and send them on to Nancy. 

¶ Submit ñYOU-NEAKô ideas; the zanier, the better.  ALL are welcome. 

Be there!   Our goal for this year is to increase participation and have close to 100%. 

Weôre looking forward to a fun time at this yearôs gala affair celebrating the CCA membership! 

http://www.ncccroadrunner.com
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The National Corvette Museum (NCM) in Bowling Green Kentucky officially opened in September, 
1994.  It is a treasure trove of Corvette history.  Ever since then, in five year intervals, NCM has spon-
sored a national caravan of Corvettes from all across North America to the museum.  The event is or-
chestrated so that individual caravans from a variety of locations all arrive at the NCM at a designated 
date and time before Labor Day weekend.  This is quite a feat, similar to herding cats.  Caravan lead-
ers are really challenged to meet the arrival time and keep a tight time schedule.  After arriving at the 
NCM, there are activities in the first part of Labor Day weekend to celebrate the anniversary of the mu-
seum opening.   

We participated in the Arizona/New Mexico caravan in 
2009 (the 15th anniversary) with our 2004 medium spiral 
gray metallic convertible.  There were several very early 
departure days as well as long days driving, not to men-
tion the challenge of keeping an ever growing number of 
Corvettes together.  Our caravan started from Courtesy 
Chevrolet in Phoenix on a Monday morning with about 
60 Corvettes.  By Monday evening we arrived at 
Galles Chevrolet in Albuquerque where we were treat-
ed to a great barbecue dinner hosted by Galles.  An-
other 15 Corvettes from New Mexico joined us in Al-
buquerque, bringing us to 75 Corvettes.  Tuesday we 
drove to Oklahoma City where we picked up another 
5 Corvettes.  David Stanley Chevrolet hosted us with 

pizza for dinner.  Wednesday we drove to Jackson, TN where road construction threw us a curve.  
We had to take a back roads route to avoid construction on I-65.  Worse, we had to leave before 

6:00 AM to meet our arrival time at the 
NCM in Bowling Green, KY.  While one 
of us was grumbling about the early hour, and the other swore he heard 
banjo music, this became one of the more memorable segments of the trip.  
The country side was beautiful, and the roads had enough curves to make 
it fun to drive in a Corvette.  It was a pleasant change from the four lane 
divided interstate highways we had been driving. 

We arrived at the NCM at the designated time on Thursday morning, and 
the sight was incredible.  The parking lot was filled with over 5,000 Cor-
vettes, including many with rare options and/or rare colors.  The NCM was 
crowded with fellow Corvette enthusiasts from all over the country.  A cara-
van from Michigan was staying at the same hotel we were staying at.   
Their contingent included a blue 
1954 Corvette driven to Bowling 
Green.  Part of their drive in-

cluded a stop at the Indianapolis 500 track where all participants did a lap on the track.  
The 1954 burned some valves on the way down and had to stay in Bowling Green for re-
pairs. 

The NCM is a great place for Corvette enthusiasts to visit.  There are many historically sig-
nificant Corvettes and artifacts in the museum.  The displays are done very well and much 
attention has been paid to period correctness.  The NCM also has an honor role of many 
people who have made significant contributions to Corvette History.  There are some really 
neat Corvettes in there, such as a V-12 C-4 and several Corvettes with significant racing 
history.   The NCM store had so much great merchandise that we had to visit a UPS store 
in Bowling Green to mail goodies home. 

The NCM is close to the Bowling Green Assembly Plant where all Corvettes have been 
assembled since June, 1981.  The Assembly Plant tour was incredible.  We were able to 
see some of the frame manufacturing, the installation of running gear on the frame, assem-
bly of interiors, installation of body panels, engine installation, systems checkout, and first 
start of a new Corvette.  The workers on the assembly line took time to do their job correct-
ly, and each one has the ability to stop the assembly line if they run into any difficulties.  
We remember one person who aligns doors asking us if our doors fit well.  He has worked 
there for 20 years and probably installed the doors on most of our Corvettes.  In addition, a 
few lucky members of our group were selected to drive newly assembled Corvettes off the assembly line - unfortunately we were not 
among those lucky ones. 

Bowling Green is a very friendly and hospitable city.  Every restaurant we went to commented on our Corvette shirts.  It seems every-
one in Bowling Green knows someone working at the plant.  The people were helpful to us strangers and made us feel welcome. 

Although events at the NCM continued into Sunday, we left a day early on Saturday to head to Indianapolis to attend the NHRA Na-
tionals.  Sundayôs NHRA qualification session was rained out, but we saw the eliminations on Monday.  Then we drove to Effingham, 

NCM ô09 CA RAVA N  
   B Y  J I M  &  P A T T I  K E R B E R  

Two Rare Copper C4s Together 

Entering Bowling Green 

1969 Manta Ray Show Car 
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IL to visit Mid America Motorworks.  They have a neat Corvette museum with several rare cars.  One of the cars there looked like a C-
4, but was actually a C-5 under the skin.  It was used by GM to test the C-5 on the road before the C-5 went into production.  We 
bought a few Corvette goodies there with assurance from the sales staff that they would not send us more catalogs. 

Our journey continued to northern Wisconsin to visit relatives, followed by a 2 day stay in Minneapolis a mile away from the Mall of 
America.  Patti was in shopping heaven.  Our journey continued to Mount Rushmore, a most impressive sight.  From South Dakota we 
drove through Wyoming to Colorado and visited some friends in Denver.  Our next stop was Santa Fe NM for a quick overnight stay.  
We then drove from Santa Fe back home to Chandler. 

A few lessons learned on this trip: 

Caravan driving can be stressful even though speed limits are being observed.  
Rotating driving duties helps. 

When driving in a caravan follow the route directions, not the car ahead of you.  
On I-40 somewhere in Oklahoma a non caravan Corvette slipped in be-
tween a couple of caravan Corvettes.  When the non caravan Corvette exit-
ed he was followed by 15 other caravan Corvettes who didnôt follow the 
route directions-including us. 

Be very wary of lower priced non brand name hotels.  The Oklahoma City hotel 
had a serious insect problem, and the Bowling Green hotel was in terrible 
disrepair. 

A change in plans can be good.  The drive on back roads to Bowling Green was 
the most scenic and memorable part of the trip. 

Take a different route home and see something new. 

Since the NCM caravan occurs every 5 years, there will be one next year in 2014.  There will be a different route to the museum and it 
sounds interesting.  We are considering participating again.  The caravan will start in Southern California, link up with Arizona partici-
pants in Williams, gather some more participants in Albuquerque, and add some more in Amarillo and Tulsa.  It starts in Williams on 
Friday August 22, 2014 and arrives in Bowling Green on August 27, 2014.  The caravan organizers have slowed the pace from the 
2009 event, are taking a more scenic route, and are encouraging participants to take some side trips.  The 2014 caravan will have less 
emphasis on keeping all participant cars together, making for an easier, more comfortable trip.  These are all positive changes.  We 
highly recommend all Corvette owners attend a NCM event at least once.  For more information on the 2014 Caravan, click here 20th 
Anniversary Celebration 

So what is SEMA you aské it is the Specialty Equipment Market Association. Basically, if it goes on, in, or around your car and likely 
isnôt provided by the dealer, itôs at SEMA. And if they donôt make it thereôs probably somebody there who will make it for you. 

Scott Feck, Howard Katz, and I descended on Las Vegas the morning of November 5th, with big grins and multiple agendas. Ill pre-
pared for two days of intense walking (somewhere between 5-7 miles each day), we embarked on row after row of car, truck, jeep, 
and trailer accessories and parts. Want to paint your carðno problem. Want to cover it in vinylðno problem. Want to add lightsðno 
problem. Need a new set of wheels or tiresðno problem. Are you prepared to buy 10,000 unitsðHouston, we have a problem.  Fortu-
nately, SEMA is not necessarily all about getting orders, so I found SEMA a great place to see some new technology, talk to vendors 
about their products, and generally get informed from an end-user perspective. I could not possibly tell you about all the products I 
saw there in this newsletter, but if youôre buying Iôm talking. Nowðit wouldnôt be Las Vegas and a car-related show if there werenôt a 
few lovely ladies to ñhighlightò vendor productsé but letôs just say that part ñStays in Vegas.ò 

Of course, you couldnôt go to something car related and not expect to run into a C7 Stingray. 
They were pretty much all over the place. The highlight, however, was taking hot laps in one at 
the GM/Ron Fellows pavilion between Central Hall and South Hall. They set up a small track 
there, with three C7s doing hot laps.  Each of us took a lap, so check out Scottôs, Howardôs 
(actually a re-creation of his lap since I couldnôt find himé See if you can figure out ñWhereôs 
Howardò by searching here), and my laps. 

So enjoy the various pictures, and many 
thanks to Frank Hagen for providing us the 
opportunity to attend the show this year. 

C-4 Outside, C-5 underneath 

SEMA 2013 
 B Y  G A R R Y M I O N  

3ÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ÊÕÓÔ 
ÓÁÙÓ ÉÔ ÁÌÌ 

:ÏÏÍ :ÏÏÍ 

http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/celebration/20info.shtml
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/celebration/20info.shtml
http://social-gen.com/sema13/index.php?s=4&id=33415&e=131C:/Users/Garry/Documents/0%20-%20Corvette%20AZ
http://www.social-gen.com/barrettjackson/index.php?id=33276&e=131&s=20C:/Users/Garry/Documents/0%20-%20Corvette%20AZ
http://www.social-gen.com/barrettjackson/browse.php
http://social-gen.com/sema13/index.php?s=4&id=34642&e=131C:/Users/Garry/Documents/0%20-%20Corvette%20AZ


 

 

                         Crosstalk Page 10 
Vol7-Iss5 

Sept-Oct 2013 

www.corvetteclubofarizona.com Reproduction is prohibited without prior permission Copyright © 2013 Corvette Club of Arizona 

SEMA 2013 ( C O N õT )  

&ÉÔÔÉÎÇ 4ÒÉÂÕÔÅȢ 

έέΦ(0 
(ÙÂÒÉÄ 
:Φάȣ Φ-άΦ 
ÉÎ ΩȢΩ ÓÅÃȢȢȢ 

!×ÅÓÏÍÅ (0 ÔÏ  
7ÅÉÇÈÔ 2ÁÔÉÏ 

9ÏÕ ÊÕÓÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÓÅÅ ÃÁÒÓ 
ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÎÙÍÏÒÅȣ 

0ÉÃÔÕÒÅ 0ÅÒÆÅÃÔȦ 

'ÏÔ 3ÐÅÅÄ (ÕÍÐÓȩ 

)Æ ÏÎÅ ÅÎÇÉÎÅ ÉÓ ÇÏÏÄȣ Ô×Ï 
ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÂÅÔÔÅÒȢ  

"ÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ 0ÅÁÒÌ 7ÈÉÔÅ 
×ÉÔÈ "ÌÕÅ 2ÉÍÓ 


